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EXPERIENCE

REASONS YOU BELONG

COMM U

1

NITY

Michigan has long been known as a different kind
of law school—where high-achieving students
manage to treat each other with kindness.Your
classmates have your back here, as a recent
student commencement speaker attested. Flying
home to be with his sick mom toward the end
of the academic year, he made a hasty Facebook
post asking his fellow students for advice, then
turned his phone off for takeoff. When he landed
a couple of hours later and turned his phone
back on, he found that 56 classmates had already
replied with referrals to doctors and hospitals
and information about the condition.
Yup. It’s like that here.

CAREER PLANNING POSSE
PUTS STUDENTS FIRST

2

From its assistant dean (an alumnus and former BigLaw hiring Partner)
to its 15-strong staff, the Office of Career Planning is built to work as hard
as our students and graduates do—and in the same wide variety of ways.
We analyzed the career paths of Michigan Law grads, and found that private
and public practice aren’t as mutually exclusive as some might think. So our
Office of Career Planning has directors at the helm for both sectors, and
dedicated counselors for clerkships, government, and international placements too, helping students and alumni reach their short- and long-term
goals. Ten counselors with 87 years of combined practice experience, broad
expertise, and loads of events and training means we will help you find the
path that fulfills you as a lawyer and a person.

3

4

GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY
Have we mentioned that we scored
an Antarctican a few incoming classes
ago? Well, sort of. She worked there, at
any rate. But the fact that our incoming
students come from every continent
shouldn’t obscure the fact that our
graduating students get jobs on every
continent, too. Well, except Antarctica
(#30). We’re working on that.

SERENITY. NOW.
Visit the serene landscapes of Matthaei
Botanical Gardens. Walk the wooded and
riverside trails at the Nichols Arboretum
(more commonly known as The Arb).
Breathe a little easier, think a lot more clearly.

5

CLINICS
Yep. Eighteen of ‘em (#23). Want to help kids? Free
the wrongfully convicted (#22)? Represent the poor?
Work on international business deals (#48)? Assist
veterans who face legal barriers to basic needs (#63)?
You can do all that and more (#49, #85) and you can
do it earlier at Michigan Law because Michigan is one
of the few states that allows second-year law students
to represent clients in court. The clinics even include
options for 1Ls. Why wait to pick up those real-world
lawyering skills employers look for?

6

GLASS COMIC STRIPS
Because everybody should go to a law school where ambulance chasing is explicitly
condemned in leaded glass. Or where the concept of “mayhem” is illustrated by
what appears to be a clear-cut case of roughing a U-M kicker.

7

PROBLEM
SOLVING INITIATIVE
You want to change the world, right? We do too.
That’s why we put our law students at the center
of messy, wicked problems. Through interdisciplinary
small group classes and labs, you will work with graduate
and professional students from other top-ranked U-M schools
and colleges (business, economics, engineering, medicine, public
policy, and social work to name a few) to find solutions to societal
challenges. Solving hard problems is what lawyers do (think autonomrous
vehicles, human trafficking, and refugee resettlement).

8

PLUS FACTOR
With 19 schools and colleges and more than 100 top 10 graduate
programs, your interdisciplinary curricular choices are unparalled.

9 SLAUGHTERMELON

In Prof. Len Niehoff’s classes,
learning is an active process—
and a messy one. In his Evidence
course, students learn about a
murder case in which an elderly
woman was killed by repeated
stabs to the head with a trench
knife. To show his students the
power—and troublesome nature—
of demonstrative exhibits, Prof.
Niehoff brings a knife and a humanhead-sized watermelon to class.
He stabs the melon with the knife
slowly and dramatically. One, two,
three, four, five. Ouch.

11

SOUL FOOD
LUNCHES
They only happen
twice a year, kind
of like the equinox,
but the Black Law
Students Association
Soul Food Lunches
are worth the wait.
You especially don’t
want to miss the
macaroni and cheese.

12

BARB MCQUADE
Adding to our national
security and criminal law
arsenals is this fierce (yet
smiley) U.S. attorney for
the Eastern District of
Michigan who served
during the Obama
administration and
oversaw 1000+ cases.

THE READING ROOM

10

You’re never quite
sure whether you’re
there for a coronation
or a study session, but
working inside the
majestic Michigan Law
Reading Room lends
inspiration either way.

13

RAISE A GLASS
At Midway Mixer, an off-kilter
celebration sponsored by Alumni
Relations, we pause to toast the
halfway point in your law school
career. Cheers!

14 EDUCATIONAL

ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE

You may have noticed we take diversity seriously around here. To the
tune of fighting for it, all the way to the United States Supreme Court.
We still fight, every day, for diversity, for equity, and for inclusion—in
admissions, in hiring, and in every Michigan Law classroom. Some signs
that we mean business? Our Michigan Access Program (MAP) (#98).
Our 20-year old Educational Environment Committee appointed by
the Dean. Our pop-up panels, which make us able to respond quickly
and create lively discussions of current events that have an impact on
inclusion and diversity. Don’t be surprised when we ask you how you
think we’re doing. You’ll find out we really want to know.

15

DEBT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Following the career of your choice shouldn’t be all about the money. And with Michigan
Law’s generous Debt Management Program, it isn’t. We’re proud of this program, which
is unusual even among peer schools because it’s not restricted to government and public
interest jobs; any lower-paying legal job qualifies. Whether our students work in the public
or private sector—or a little bit of both—this million-dollar program has their backs.

THE FACULTY

16

They can’t all be former
senior White House policy
advisors or former assistant
treasury secretaries, but
those who aren’t seem
to have been theoretical
physicists, taught at struggling
high schools in the South
Bronx, or helped free
refugees in Nepal. They
may be really smart, but
they’re not really scary.

ANN ARBOR

17

Ann Arbor is a tree-lined enclave full of smart
people and cultural offerings that top those of many
larger cities. Don’t just take our word for it; magazines and
websites that rank such things have called Ann Arbor one of
the Best Towns for Young Singles, one of the top-five America’s
Happiest Cities, one of the 10 Best Cities for Families, and Best
Midwest Food Town. With 157 municipal parks and only slightly more
people (114,000) than trees (100,000), with world-class museums and music,
with top-notch local coffee (#61) and beer, Ann Arbor also has been ranked
one of the most livable cities in the United States.

18

THEY’LL BRIE RIGHT WITH YOU
Get together a couple of times a year with faculty in Aikens
Commons (#37) for an informal chat, Chablis, and some
Camembert. We call them wine and cheese receptions,
but a beer or two has been spotted there, too.

19

PARTISAN PARTNERSHIP
Something’s clearly awry when the right and the left
get together and cooperate, but Michigan Law is one of
those places where it sometimes happens. You know, like
Capitol Hill used to be. The Federalist Society and the
American Constitution Society don’t always co-sponsor
events, but when they do, you don’t want to miss them.

20

FISKE FELLOWSHIPS
1955 graduate Bob Fiske decided a long time ago that
public service and private practice weren’t mutually
exclusive. Fiske ought to know—he managed a
distinguished career as senior counsel at Davis Polk &
Wardwell and as U.S. Attorney for the Southern District
of New York, as well as a stint as independent counsel on
the Whitewater investigation. So naturally the Michigan
Law fellowships he founded more than a decade ago
stress public service, and each year, three graduates gain
undergraduate and law-school student debt repayment
assistance for three years, as well as a first-year stipend.

21
JD S IN THE D
Think of it as a homecoming. When
the University of Michigan was founded,
Ann Arbor was still a wilderness and the site
of the new university was a French-founded frontier
trading town about 45 miles to the east—le Détroit, as the
French described the narrow spot in waterways linking Lake Huron
and Lake Erie. Now Detroit is emerging from some wilderness years of
its own, and Michigan Law has provided much of the intellectual heft driving that
revival. Kevyn Orr, the emergency manager who shepherded the city through the largest
municipal bankruptcy in U.S. history, and Sonya Mays, one of his senior advisors? MLaw grads.
So is Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, who appointed Orr. So is U.S. bankruptcy judge Steven Rhodes, who
oversaw the case. So is the city’s current mayor, Mike Duggan, and one of his senior advisors, MLaw adjunct
professor Eli Savit. Our point? You don’t have to go far from Ann Arbor to find big city challenges—and successes.

INNOCENT

EXPERIENCE THE HARD WORK OF FREEING THE

Most innocence projects use DNA to drive the exoneration of people convicted
of crimes they didn’t commit. Well, what can we say? Some people like to do things
the hard way. When Michigan Law’s Innocence Clinic launched in 2009, its founders
deliberately sought cases without cut-and-dried DNA evidence exonerating those they
sought to help. They looked for prosecutions of provably innocent people that were
undergirded by dubious or outdated science—as in some shaken baby syndrome cases
or arson convictions—or by tenuous witness identifications or recanted testimony.
Since then they’ve freed more than a dozen people, three of whom had been
wrongfully imprisoned for more than 25 years each. Altogether those freed by our
Innocence Clinic served more than 196 years behind bars for crimes they didn’t
commit. It’s time well spent serving those who shouldn’t be serving time.

22

23

CLINICAL CONSISTENCY: AN MLAW GUARANTEE
There’s a reason Michigan Law has been championing a combination of leading legal
scholarship and clinical experience for nearly half a century: it’s how great lawyers are made.
Our 18 legal clinics, ranging from ground-breaking transactional and administrative clinics, to longestablished litigation clinics, mean we can guarantee every student at least one upper-level clinic—
and 98 percent of students get their first or second choices. It’s a chance to advocate for a wide variety
of clients; a distinct advantage when it comes time to score that first job.

24

GOOOOOALLLLL!

A winning co-ed soccer team of students, faculty, and staff? Yep, we have that. Imagine arguing
a penalty against this team.

LEARN, LOVE. THE LAWYERS CLUB,
25 LIVE,
THE LOUNGE, AND THE LAW QUAD
Michigan Law is universally recognized as one of the most beautiful law campuses in the world.
Thanks to 21st Century renovations to the Lawyers Club student housing complex that did
away with lingering 19th Century features (good riddance, communal bathrooms!) the interior
is just as awesome as the Collegiate Gothic exterior—which architecture buffs have been
swooning over for almost a century. Relax in the attached Lawyers Club Lounge, where you can
play a grand piano in a bay window or listen to a string quartet comprising students and faculty.
Or toss around a football in the incomparable backyard, the Law Quad, a small patch of pastoral
peace, long a favorite of wedding photographers, at the heart of the University’s bustling central
campus. There’s something to be said for living 50 yards from your first class of the day.

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THINGS

26

The 1837 statute that guided creation of the modern University provided that the “Law
Department” should include a professor of international law. Give us an inch, and we’ll take
a mile—an adage that helps explain why such a stellar collection of international scholars
has gathered in the center of the North American continent. The momentum that began
nearly two centuries ago means that today, our dean, Mark West, is an authority on the
Japanese legal system. Prof. Nicholas Howson is one of America’s foremost experts on
Chinese law. Christine Chinkin, a William W. Cook Global Law Professor at Michigan and
a professor of international law at the London School of Economics, is a leading expert
in public international law and international human rights. Prof. Reuven Avi-Yonah brings
world-renowned expertise on international tax law, Prof. Vikramaditya Khanna is widely
consulted on Indian law, Prof. Daniel Halberstam is internationally recognized as an authority on the European Union, Prof. Laura Beny is a prominent voice on Sudan and South
Sudan, Prof. Adam Pritchard advises on corporate law and South Korea, while professors
Steven Ratner and Monica Hakimi are expert in the field of public international law. Complex times call for complex thinking, and Michigan Law’s international scholars share their
expertise with students (and the rest of the world) every day.

27

BAG THE BEACH NEXT SPRING
Maybe you want to travel to the Navajo Nation
in Arizona and be among Dinébe’iiná Náhiiłna be
Agha’diit’ahi—the “attorneys who work for the
economic revitalization of The People.” Perhaps
your passion is fueled by advocating for LGBTQ
equality in Belize, protecting the environment in
Minnesota, or preventing foreclosures in Detroit.
Legal Alternative Winter Breaks (LAW Breaks)—
student-organized service learning opportunities
that happen during the school’s spring break—are
a little different every year. They’re no day at the
beach, but then again, that’s the whole point.

28 ANN ARBOR

FARMERS MARKET

29

EXTERNSHIPS
See the world—and the law—with new eyes. Earn a full
semester’s worth of credits by doing an externship during
the winter term with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
the U.S. Mission to the World Trade Organization, the Center
for International Environmental Law, the World Health
Organization, or a number of other inter-governmental or
non-governmental organizations in Geneva, Switzerland.
Chocolate and fine watches not your thing? Similar
opportunities are also available in South Africa, India,
and at London’s AIRE Centre, a non-profit specializing
in helping marginalized people under European law.

It’s a 15-minute walk from the Law
School to Kerrytown, a brick-streeted
pocket of Ann Arbor that’s home to
the Ann Arbor Farmers Market. Locally
grown produce, home-made jams and
jellies, honey, baked goods, furniture,
apparel, pottery, candles, and more
all compete for visitors’ attention.
(If you spot some women knitting
in their booth, ask them where they
got their yarn. Chances are they spun
it themselves, from wool produced
by their own sheep.)

30
WHO ARE THESE

PEOPLE,

Means and medians are all well and good, but you’re not going to become BFFs with one of your classmates because
of her LSAT score. Fortunately, even though Michigan Law is an exceptionally selective place, you’ll join a student
body that is engaging and interesting in non-measurable ways, too (#3). Who knows? Maybe one of your classmates
will be able to top the student who learned he had been accepted while he was literally standing at the summit of
Mt. Everest, but unless we admit a retired astronaut, that seems unlikely. No matter. We’ve admitted students born on
six out of seven continents (Dean Z is still working on a native Antarctican; thus far she’s had to settle for a former
Antarctica resident), from pretty much every undergraduate institution you’ve ever heard of. Many have taken at least
a year off after earning their undergrad degrees, often to do worthy things like serving in the Peace Corps, Teach for
America, or the armed forces of a variety of countries. We’ve had Fulbright scholars, professional athletes, and even a
professional wine educator. You think they were interesting people when they arrived? You should see them now that
they’ve graduated.

ANYWAY?

31

DATABASE HOMEBASE
Need to know how many people
have been exonerated across the
country? Or how many people have
been victims of human trafficking?
How about how the justices of the
Michigan Supreme Court vote on
environmental issues, or what’s going
on in the field of civil rights litigation?
Lawyers all over the world use
databases created and maintained,
with the help of students, by Michigan
Law faculty.

32
MDEFENDERS
Created by Prof. Eve Brensike Primus,
the group supports students who are
interested in doing public defender
work. Student-facilitated talks focus
on race in the criminal justice system,
how to handle crushing caseloads,
advocacy training, and more. Students
also connect with each other to
share articles and job postings. Public
defenders of the future, there is a
community here for you.

33

FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD
The Law School’s Pro Bono Pledge is a voluntary program that encourages
all students to donate 50 hours of free legal work during their student
careers. Approximately 200 students take part each year, generating an
annual average of 9,000 hours of free legal work—all benefiting people
who need the legal help but otherwise wouldn’t have been able to afford
it. That’s a lot of pro bono publico.

34

LUNCH TALKS
Knowledge, with a savory twist. Lunch talks may be one of
the most underrated aspects of a Michigan Law education.
Whether you want to hear from a state supreme court
justice, an environmental law expert, a hiring partner, or any
number of widely-known experts in other areas of the law,
lunch talks are the way to do it. (Oh, and those lunches?
There’s almost always something to eat for free.)

CORPORATE BAD-ASSERY

35
She has been an investment
banker with Goldman, Sachs
& Co. in New York, where
her clients included Fortune
100 companies pursuing
equity and debt financings,
and she worked as a lawyer
representing companies in
mergers and acquisitions.
Prof. Alicia Davis shares that
expertise with you in classes
such as Enterprise Organization and the Law and
Economics Workshop.

36 THERE’S EVEN A CLOISTER
You don’t have to live like a monk to get
an inkling of what it feels like to live in
a monastery. Well, minus the vows of
silence and the hair shirts. Our Law Quad
is universally acknowledged as one of the
most beautiful law campuses in the world,
but students who live in the Lawyers Club
have a different phrase for it. They call it
“the front yard” (#25, #89).

37 ROBERT B. AIKENS COMMONS
Well, this is no place for our trademarked
Midwestern modesty. The Commons is simply
magnificent, from its dramatic, arched glass roof to
its sculpted, tree-like supporting beams. Students
and faculty stop in for a cup of coffee or a quick
breakfast sammie at the Kirkland and Ellis Café—
try the bagel, egg, and cheese!—while passing
between the equally magnificent Reading Room
(#10) and the classrooms in Hutchins Hall. Walk
downstairs and crack a book on one of the comfy
semi-private study cubbies—immediately dubbed
“couch-icles” by wordsmithing students—or pop
into the elegant, glassed-in media room to see
who Jim Harbaugh’s Wolverines are destroying this
week. When Michigan Law decided to bring a little
of the outdoors inside several years ago, it aimed
to turn a disused courtyard into the crossroads of
the Law School. Mission accomplished.

38 GROINED STONE CEILINGS
It’s okay—it only sounds dirty. In reality, the arched and groined ceilings on
the main floor of Hutchins Hall serve to remind us of the majesty of the law.
If that’s not enough, check out Oliver Wendell Holmes’s words, carved into
the stones above the entryway: “The life of the law has not been logic; it has
been experience.”

39

OUTLAWS
And we’re not talking Billy the
Kid. Michigan Law’s LGBTQ
group turned 35 recently, but
they show no signs of slowing
down. In fact, they upped their
game with Gayla, a banquet
established in 2015 to help
the organization reconnect
with alumni members and to
support the Outlaws’ new
Public Interest Fellowship.
Gayla joins Alt Prom, once
described by Outlaws
organizers as “an inclusive
dance party celebrating our
organization, the law school,
and America,” in the Outlaws
party pantheon. Hats off for
keeping MLaw a welcoming
place for everyone.

40 GETTING HITCHED
Finding your perfect match in life seems to have some similarities to finding
the perfect match for law school. So it’s no wonder Admissions Dean Sarah
Zearfoss, an acknowledged expert in the latter, has also been known to
dabble in the former, as in the recent case when classmates who wouldn’t
have met without her asked her to marry them in the inner courtyard
(#64). She has since married three more couples: two more pairs of
alumni and a couple who met through Michigan Law connections. So while
nobody’s sure exactly which denomination granted it, Dean Z, among her
many other powers, also has the authority to marry.

MAIZE+BLUE=

41
Michigan has been an environmental law
leader since the 1960s, when a groundbreaking
MLaw professor, Joseph L. Sax, helped create
the field. Today our Environmental Law & Policy
Program, led by Prof. David Uhlmann, is one of
the most extensive in the country. Beyond the
special career panels, lectures, conferences and
symposia hosted by the ELPP and the Michigan
Journal of Environmental and Administrative Law,
there’s also a busy Environmental Law Society
whose members will happily act as guides on
your pathway to becoming an environmental
lawyer—or, alternatively, to act as literal guides
as they help you enjoy the spectacular beauty of
the Great Lakes State on one of their camping,
hiking, or sledding trips. Don’t miss the annual
MLK weekend ski trip to northern Michigan!

GREEN

42

GAME ROOM
Billiards? Foosball? Board
games, anyone? Take a
break in the game room
across the hall from the
Lower Commons (#37).

43

THE LAW

LIBRARY
You haven’t seen this much green carpet since the last time you
went to the Big House (#79). But trust us, the overall effect is
pastoral—or as pastoral as can be expected in one of the world’s
greatest collections of legal research materials. And thanks to the
natural light and all that green, you hardly even know that you’re
underground, in one of the most architecturally innovative library
additions ever.

44

THE RIGHT KIND OF
WRITING
Where does the legal writing stop
and the actual writing begin? We argue
that there’s no difference. Good legal
writing is good writing, and we’ll help
you master this crucial skill with the
help of targeted coursework—notably
our Legal Practice Program, which
boasts 10 professors who ensure that
one of the first things 1Ls learn in law
school is how to research, analyze,
and especially write about legal
matters. Students also avail themselves
of peer tutoring and programming,
much of it available online. You may
not be Faulkner when you walk out
of Michigan Law, but on the other
hand, you won’t be Faulkner, either.

45
46

BUTCH CARPENTER SCHOLARSHIP
Alden J. “Butch” Carpenter was well known to U-M before he enrolled
in law school here. After an injury prevented this football captain’s
career from becoming a professional athlete, the Flint, Michigan, native
decided on a law career in order to give back to his community. He
died suddenly in 1978, before completing his legal studies. The Butch
Carpenter Memorial Scholarship Fund awards scholarships annually to
three promising 1L members of the Black Law Students Association.

DIVERSE STUDENTS
(AND ALUMS)—WHO
ALSO HAVE DIVERSE IDEAS
Yeah, we’ve heard it too: the argument that
many institutions pay a lot of attention to
achieving a diversity of everything—except
ideas (#19). For those wondering where
Michigan Law stands on that front, we have
a few names for you to consider: Hugh
Hewitt, ’83, syndicated conservative talk
radio host and former Nixon speechwriter;
Rob Portman, ’84, Republican senator
from Ohio; former Michigan Law professor
and Michigan Supreme Court Justice Joan
Larsen (whose name appeared on a list,
with Neil Gorsuch’s, of potential nominees
for U.S. Supreme Court); Matt Raymer, ‘08,
vice president and general counsel of the
Republican State Leadership Committee
and former general counsel of the National
Republican Senatorial Committee; and
more. See? We’re not all hippies around
here (#95).

47

THE BIG NINE

Michigan Law’s ties to the U.S. Supreme Court are varied and
deep. Six of the justices have visited the Law School over the last
several years, often finding time to give a talk, participate in a panel
discussion with faculty, or sit for a Q&A with law students. But that’s just
on the surface. Michigan Law professors argue routinely in the court, with
some recent litigants including Sam Bagenstos, David Moran, John Pottow, and
Rich Friedman. At least nine current faculty members spent a year at the Supreme
Court themselves, clerking for one of the justices. And many a Michigan Law student
has followed in those footsteps—16 of our graduates have clerked in the last decade,
in fact, with a total of more than 90 having served at the high court over the years.

48

TRANSACTION INTERACTION
So, let’s say you’re a 2L or a 3L and you’d like to work directly with a Fortune 500 company
on some business deals. A pipe dream? Not if you join the Transactional Lab & Clinic.

ENTREPRENEURIAL ZEAL
Private entrepreneurial investor Sam Zell (BA ‘63, JD ‘66) knows
a good investment when he sees one. So he seeded the Zell
Entrepreneurship and Law (ZEAL) Program at his alma mater
to train law students to think not just like lawyers, but also
like entrepreneurs. Through ZEAL, law students feed off a
University-wide entrepreneurial ethos by representing
student startups from across the campus and also
enter—and win—entrepreneurship idea
competitions on their own. Investing
some time in the program and its
Entrepreneurship Clinic may be the
best investment you ever make.

51 DOWN ON MAIN STREET
Take a short walk over to Main Street and
find out what Michigan Wolverines knew long
before Travel + Leisure named this collection
of excellent restaurants and funky shops
among America’s best. It’s an ideal spot for
people-watching from an outdoor café along
the street’s broad sidewalks. Catch a show at
The Ark, a seminal acoustic and folk music
venue that’s been around in various Ann
Arbor locations since 1965. Grab a bite at the
Avalon Café and Kitchen, and follow it up with
delicious homemade ice cream at Blank Slate
Creamery. And don’t forget to cash in on your
free dinner on your birthday at one of several
Main Street Ventures restaurants, including The
Chophouse, Real Seafood Co., and Palio, to
mention just a few.

HOLISTIC, HUMANE ADMISSIONS POLICY

49

50

Grades and test scores matter,
to be sure, but we also look at
the whole person. We don’t just
want to know each student can
succeed—we want some idea
of what each student will bring
to all the other students. It’s one
of the key ways we maintain a
vibe that’s unique among top
law schools (#1, #30).

HERE

And why wouldn’t they, when
they’re doing so from a swanky
club high above the field at the
nation’s largest football stadium
(#79)? Honestly, though, recruiters
have always looked forward to
coming to Michigan Law—even
before we started holding events
at the fabulous Jack Roth Stadium
Club. As one hiring partner from
a prominent firm put it: “We want
people who we’re going to enjoy
spending time with when we’re
working long hours together on an
important matter. That’s what we
get from Michigan Law graduates,
and that’s why we love recruiting in
Ann Arbor.”

RECRUITING

52 EMPLOYERS LOVE

53

TJ HOOPER AND THE LEARNED HANDS

Never have a pair of barges lost in a storm been indirectly
responsible for so much entertainment. The origins of the
Law School’s house band—built from a rotating cast of law
students and encompassing, well, whatever instruments they
happen to play—are lost to the mists of antiquity, but thanks
to the magic of case law, we still know exactly where it got its
name. For argument, we cite The T.J. Hooper, 60 F.2d 737: The T.J.
Hooper was a tugboat towing two coal barges through a storm.
The barges went down; the coal was lost; the barge owners
sued. The estimable Judge Learned Hand signed the appellate
decision. Presto. Best. Band name. Ever.

54

MOOT COURTROOM
If there’s anything cooler than a miniature, wood-paneled courtroom,
complete with judge’s bench, jury box, and gallery, it’s a miniature woodpaneled courtroom with an enormous television screen that rises out of the
furniture through the magic of robotics. If that’s not enough, there’s enough
additional computing power to launch and land a space shuttle, all designed
to help students review and improve their courtroom performances.

55

GIVING A HOOT
Just spare them the jokes about wise old owls, thanks.
Michigan Law’s organization of OWLS—Older, Wiser Law
Students—formed to support students who enter Michigan
Law with a few more miles on their personal odometers.
Here you’ll find fellow students and their partners and
children: people who understand the extra responsibilities
that come with attending school with more experience
under your belt. The OWLS also do things like organize
movie nights and Easter egg hunts on the Quad for your
kids. Swoop on in and join them.

MR. WOLVERINE
56

Our ironic male-beauty contest (or should that be “ironic-male
beauty contest”?) includes faculty mockery, male law students with
bare torsos (some six-packs, some half-barrels), and a chance to
ridicule several generations of patriarchal pageants.

57

WUNDERBAR!
Susanne Baer. Michigan Law grad.
William W. Cook Global Law
Professor. And oh—also a justice on
Germany’s Federal Constitutional Court.
Yes, you’ll be in good company here.

58

MUSEUM MANIA
From the Picassan to the Paleolithic, get
your fill of art and history without venturing
more than a few hundred yards from the Law
Quad. The University of Michigan Museum
of Art, literally directly across the street,
houses works by Picasso, Monet, Whistler,
Gris, Oldenburg, and Haring. The Kelsey
Museum of Archaeology, just up State Street,
boasts Roman and Greek sculptures and
pottery, a beautifully ornate Egyptian mummy
coffin, and rotating artifacts borrowed from
other museums around the world.

59

CLERKSHIPS
Want to clerk for a state court, a federal
district court or court of appeals, or even
the U.S. Supreme Court (#47)? Or how
about a prominent international court,
including the International Court of Justice?
Michigan Law has surpassed 100 clerkships
for each of the last four years, and we
perennially are in the top five law schools
for sending graduates to clerkships.
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DOMINICK’S AND ASHLEY’S
On the one hand, buckets of sangria. On
the other, dozens of handcrafted beers on
tap. Either way, we’d say that … er … jussa
minnit. … ;jdf-ug jpo[ ksdj … zzzzz.
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COFFEE!
Suffering the after-effects of a visit to one of the establishments in (#60), or
just need to recharge? Ann Arbor’s burgeoning local coffee scene means a quick
re-boot—often with locally-roasted java—is only a few steps away. Bring your
own mug to the Kirkland and Ellis Café in the Aikens Commons (#37), and fill ’er
up for just a buck. Or venture out a few steps and enjoy premium brews from
local shops like Comet, Mighty Good, Lab, and Roos Roast, whose Lobster
Butter Love lives up to the rich expectations of its name.
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LIVING-ROOM LAW
Our always-popular in-home
mini-seminars help small groups
of students learn and think more
deeply about subjects that may
be a little off the traditional
law school path. Even better,
they help connect students and
faculty because they’re held
right in the professors’ homes.
Recent seminars have included
“Superheroes and the Law,”
a look at how the law treats
real-life vigilantes who consider
themselves superheroes; “Making a
Murderer: A Critical Look,” at the
Netflix series of that name; and
“Deflategate,” examining questions
of fair play and arbitration in cases
of employment grievances like Tom
Brady’s Super Bowl scandal.

63

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVED
Did you serve in the armed forces? If so, thank you—and
may we suggest that you’ll want to check out MILVETS, the
Michigan Law Veterans Society? It’s a student group focused on
veterans, their families, and people who want to support those
who served. Or work with our recently established Veterans
Legal Clinic (championed by 1987 alumnus and ABC News
correspondent Bob Woodruff ’s The Woodruff Foundation).
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INNER COURTYARD
One benefit of Hutchins Hall’s medieval design plan: a secret,
flower-filled courtyard off one of the main passages (#40). Hide
away from the boisterous crowd to study, or grab a sandwich
at the Kirkland & Ellis Café in the Aikens Commons (#37)
for an impromptu picnic.
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ZINGERMAN’S DELI
The center of my gastro-deli universe.
That’s what celebrity chef Mario Batali
said about Zingerman’s, a culinary
destination that offers otherworldly
pastrami, brisket, and corned beef
sandwiches—and even a good
selection of vegetarian options,
such as Sheila’s Viva Las Vegan. The
Zingerman’s Industrial Complex also
includes a Creamery, Bakehouse,
coffee shop, and the Roadhouse, a
sit-down restaurant on the west side
of town with no fewer than six types
of mac & cheese, including one with
pimento and bacon and another with
three-peppercorn goat cheese. You
many now commence drooling.
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CATHARINE MACKINNON
There aren’t many scholars who are irrefutable pioneers in
their areas of expertise, but Michigan Law’s Prof. Catharine
MacKinnon qualifies—in three different areas. She more or
less single-handedly convinced the U.S. Supreme Court that
sexual harassment is sex discrimination under the law, then
followed that up with a strong argument that pornography
is both sex discrimination and a form of human trafficking.
And her international work has led to a $745 million
verdict against Radovan Karadzic in an international trial
that also established that rape and forced impregnation is
a form of genocide. Sexual inequality under the law will
never be the same.

67 WHAM,
BAM,
INSTAGRAM!
If you’re a photographer at
Michigan Law, well, let’s put it
this way: you’re in a target-rich
environment. Small wonder the
school has an epic Instagram
account. Check it out @umichlaw.
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GROTESQUES
It seems a little unfair to call them grotesques when they’re
so darned cute. We guess you could call them gargoyles,
but the architects wouldn’t like it. So around here we call
them Atlas figures, in part because they seem to be holding
up Hutchins Hall. Among the squashed-looking, individually
carved stone figures are some University presidents, a
frolicking tennis player, and a sturdy footballer. Check them
out in the archways and other out-of-the-way places around
the Law Quad.
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RARE BOOK ROOM
With more than 60 titles
published before 1500, the Rare
Book Room in the Law Library
is a haven of papyrus pages
and leather bindings. The oldest
volume dates back to 1468, and
the oldest piece, a manuscript,
dates to the mid-1300s—nearly
a century before the invention
of the printing press.

MAGNUM “OPIS”
The Organization of Public Interest
Students. It’s a healthy sign when more
than 650 students—nearly two-thirds of
the student body—are part of a group
dedicated to making Michigan Law grads
better able to do good in the world.

CAMPBELL MOOT
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When the former solicitor general of the
United States introduces it and its faculty
advisor is a Michigan Supreme Court justice, you
know your moot court competition might just be
kind of special. So it is at Michigan Law, where The
Honorable Joan Larsen is the faculty advisor and one
recent competition was introduced by Paul Clement,
the former solicitor general who argued more than 80
cases before the Supreme Court of the United States.
Picture a panel of three federal judges, a room full
of attentive faculty members, and students who have
been preparing for the moment for months. Picture
the dictionary definition of “courtroom drama.”

COURT

PROGRAM IN

72

REFUGEE AND ASYLUM LAW

When it’s a busy time for refugee law experts
like Michigan Law’s Prof. Jim Hathaway, chances
are it’s a life-and-death time for a lot of other
people around the world. Needless to say,
Hathaway has been plenty busy for the last
several years. But he’s busy a lot and overseeing
Michigan’s world-renowned Program in Refugee
and Asylum Law—the most comprehensive
such program in the world, and one replete
with coursework, international fellowships,
colloquia, and a comprehensive blog—means
he’s used to it. For those who want to help
displaced and persecuted people around the
world, Michigan Law is THE place to learn how.
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VAUDEVILLE AND DECO
Ann Arbor boasts two historic theaters
within a block of each other. The Michigan
Theater, which opened in 1928 as a movie
palace and vaudeville venue, was restored
to its original grandeur in the 1980s; it
continues to be a popular concert and
movie venue (in fact, moviegoers still enjoy
tunes played on a Barton Theater Pipe
Organ which sinks into the floor, organist
and all, as the show is set to begin). The
State Theater, built in 1942, concentrated
on a mix of mainstream and indie films,
along with a seasoning of cult classics.
It began extensive renovations and an
expansion, designed to reinforce its Art
Deco roots, in 2016.
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THE RIGHTS STUFF

When public school students are facing disciplinary actions, they and their
families are often on their own. But thanks to the Student Rights Project, which
is overseen by faculty adviser Debra Chopp, law and social work students,
along with community members, are trained to advocate for public school
students in suspension and expulsion hearings. It’s a great way to work on your
interviewing, oral advocacy, and collaboration skills—not to mention helping
vulnerable kids at a key moment in their development.
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A BENEFICENT BASH FOR
STUDENT FUNDED FELLOWSHIPS

To paraphrase: the law helps those who help themselves.
So, since 1977, Michigan students have been supporting other
Michigan students who want to do public service work by
holding an annual SFF Auction (read: huge blowout where
various deans debase themselves in a shocking variety of ways)
to raise money for public service scholarships. More recently,
two major gifts allowed the Law School to support 1L summer
funding for all students, public service or not—thus making it
the most inclusive program at any top law school. So come
on out to the SFF Auction in March and bid on any number
of potentially horrifying items like these recent ones: skydiving
with Prof. Mathias Reimann, karaoke singing with professors
John Pottow and Maureen Carroll, or having your taxes
prepared by Prof. Kyle Logue.

Senior White House officials such as Valerie Jarrett. Titans of Business, including Sam Zell. Cabinet Secretaries,
Senators, federal judges, governors, mayors, state judges. Media figures such as Bob Woodruff (#63),
entrepreneurs, including Groupon founders Brad Keywell and Eric Lefkofsky. They are some of the 22,000
alumni around the world connected by their time at Michigan Law. It’s an exclusive club, but it’s also a friendly
and welcoming one (#1).
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OLD SCHOOL, NEW SCHOOL
You’ve got to feel for the architects who
drew the assignment of designing South Hall,
the Law School’s newest academic building:
See this handful of iconic, landmark buildings
on State Street? The ones that form the heart
of one of the world’s great public universities?
We’d like this building to be just like those. But not
too much like those.They need to be even better.
After the first few years of occupancy and
a LEED Gold Certification (#103) from the
U.S. Green Building Association, students,
faculty, and staff say, “Mission accomplished.”

78 STUDENT JOURNALS

With a total of eight student-led journals, students can take a
deep dive into just about anything, from telecommunications
and technology to international law.
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FOOTBALL
We’re pretty sure those 100,000+ maize-clad maniacs
aren’t gathering at Michigan Stadium for a tiddlywinks
match. The Big House—the largest football stadium in
the nation—must be seen from inside to be believed.
Don’t like football? The city’s streets are deserted as
soon as the first quarter starts—it’s a great time for
getting your errands done.
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UNIVERSITY CRESTS
Whether you went to Harvard or the
North Wales Training College, look
for your college seal immortalized in
stained glass inside the Reading Room.
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SUN SALUTATION
Imagine 1800 yogis of all abilities
in tree pose gathered at The Big
House (#79). That happened.
Namaste.

PHID PHUN
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84

When it comes time to enter
a howling Halloween costume
contest, Phi Delta Phi—aka
Phid, the 150-year-old co-ed
legal fraternity—runs the one
you want. Similarly, if it’s time
for an epic, themed Law School
party, the 25 denizens of Phid
House—a hundred-odd-year-old,
vaguely Georgian-esque place less
than a block from the Law School,
with some of the cheapest
rents around—take their role
as social enablers seriously.
Why else would they host such
shamelessly-named gatherings as
“We Didn’t Start the Phire” or
“Animal Pharm”? Phortunately,
we’re phine with that.
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STUDY ’ROUND THE WORLD—
WITH A BATES OVERSEAS FELLOWSHIP
Learn how the rest of the world does law with the help of a Bates
Overseas Fellowship, one of several Michigan Law programs (#29,
#72) that can help you study just about anywhere on the planet.
The fellowships help grads or students with two or more years of
legal study travel abroad to learn about legal or political institutions.
Pursue internships with international or government agencies or
NGOs, teach, or pursue an independent research project.

THE INLAND SEAS
Here in Michigan, our sandy shores are kissed by four of the five Great
Lakes, more than any other state or Canadian province—accounting for
the fact that, next to Alaska, Michigan’s coastline is the longest of any
state. But really, “lakes” is a misnomer. When the weather goes to work
on these powerful inland seas, it’s easy to see why Michigan also has
more lighthouses than any other state. And more shipwrecks than the
Bermuda Triangle. With natural resources like this, no wonder we’re
environmental law leaders.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING CLINIC
Prof. Bridgette Carr, a leading expert on human
trafficking, approaches modern-day slavery like
a 21st-century John Brown.You can join her.
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VAL-O-GRAMS
They’re signed, sealed, delivered. They’re yours. (And
because they’re also law students, they double-checked
all those signatures.) Whether it’s Stevie Wonder or Justin
Timberlake, the Law School’s singing Headnotes have all the
legal niceties covered for Valentine’s Day—and several other
concerts every year, as well. If you hear singing in Hutchins
Hall, chances are it’s them. At least, let’s hope it’s them, and
not professors Pottow and Carroll (#75).

88
87

TAKE 12
One more way in which being part of a small unit in
a massive research university can be a big help. Law
students, if they’re so inclined, may take up to 12 credit
hours of nonlaw coursework as part of their degree.

FROM A LONG WAY AWAY
Almost since the school’s founding in 1859,
Michigan Law has been a magnet for international
students. Our first Japanese students graduated in
1878—several years before legal barriers to immigration
were dropped—and by 1890, two of our first six LLM
graduates also were Japanese. Since then, thousands
of international students from every continent have
graduated Michigan Law, and many have gone on to
distinguished careers both in the United States and in
their home countries. Today, one of the most rewarding
aspects of a Michigan Law education is the opportunity
to study alongside JD and LLM students who come,
quite literally, from all over the world (#3).

MEDIEVAL MEALS.
BUT IN A GOOD WAY.
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We promised ourselves we wouldn’t
make Hogwarts comparisons. We
lied. Have lunch in the Lawyers Club
Dining Room, and you’ll see why.
Well, except for the floating candles.
There are no floating candles.
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JUAN LUIS TIENDA
Law student Juan Tienda was a force in the legal and Latino communities:
He headed La Raza Law Students Association, advocated for migrant workers,
and volunteered with prison inmates. In 1976, before his final year of law school,
a car accident ended his life. He is remembered through a scholarship in his
name, which honors Latino law students who demonstrate a commitment
to working with underserved Latino populations.
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First things first. Literally. Because we can’t overstate the importance
of giving back to the community, we start doing exactly that during
Orientation Week each year with Service Day in Detroit (#21).
Incoming 1Ls pile into big blue buses and head to the Motor City, where
a noteworthy Michigan Law alum such as Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan
’83 has been known to show up and say a few words at breakfast. Then
it’s off to local community organizations to spruce up parks, sort canned
goods at a food bank, harvest vegetables at an urban farm, or some
other form of making the world a slightly better place. And the good
works don’t stop at graduation—many of our alums gather in cities
around the world for an annual Alumni Service Day, as well.

SERVICE DAY
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STUDY SPACES
If you like to study in a grand room with
sound-absorbing cork floors, head to the
Reading Room. Need a space where you can
collaborate with your classmates? Check out
the lower level of Aikens Commons. In search
of a cozy spot during the winter? Take your
books and laptop to the Jeffries Lounge on the
first floor of South Hall, and snuggle up near
the fireplace. No matter your studying style,
we’ve got you covered.
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SHERMAN CLARK
When Detroit and Michigan’s Wayne County decided to go after
gun manufacturers for deliberately taking advantage of a thriving
illegal secondary market in weapons, Michigan Law’s Sherman Clark,
Kirkland & Ellis Professor of Law, was there to help them out. After
that, you know he’ll be on hand to help out if you’re struggling in his
torts class, stuck on a point of evidence, or having trouble mastering
one of his sports law concepts.
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The Law School launched the Child Advocacy Law Clinic in 1976, the first clinical
law program in America to specialize in problems of child abuse and neglect and
children in foster care. Since then, Michigan Law has developed one of the most
respected and influential child-law programs in the country, and, in 2009, was
named the National Quality Improvement Center on the Representation
of Children in the Child Welfare System.

FOR KIDS

Here are just a few of the diverse
dishes you can order at restaurants
around town: chicken tikka masala at
Cardamom. Dolsot bibimbop from
Rich JC. Japanese-style sablefish from
Pacific Rim. Moroccan hen at Logan.
Hippie hash (made with free-range
hippies!) at the Fleetwood Diner.
Zilzil wat at the Blue Nile. Falafel and
vegetarian grape leaves at Jerusalem Garden. Gluten-free enchiladas
calabaza from Seva. Paella de langosta
at Aventura. Even a trout Reuben at
Avalon Café and Kitchen. Hungry yet?
If not, see #65.
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YUM
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STICKY FLOORS
AND SHARKBOWLS
Rick’s? Rick’s.
Sure, it’s inelegant, but for a taste
of the true Big Ten undergrad
experience, there’s no place like
it. Remember, as a law student
at Rick’s American Cafe, you’re a
tourist—not a resident. You WILL
be allowed to leave.
Seating? Who needs it. Your feet
adhere to the floor anyway. And is
that an aquarium in your hand, or
are you enjoying a sharkbowl?

PIONEERS OF YESTERYEAR
97

The first woman to graduate from
an American law school and to
be admitted to the bar? Yes, she
(Sarah Killgore) went here. The
first African American to graduate
from the University of Michigan?
Also a Law School grad (Gabriel
Hargo). Famed trial lawyer and
iconoclast of the Scopes Monkey
Trial also went here. So did the
first black big league ballplayer
(Moses Fleetwood Walker, all the
way back in 1884) and the GM
who signed Jackie Robinson and
thereby broke the color barrier
in Major League Baseball (Branch
Rickey). Want to break new
ground in your career? You’ll have
big shoulders to stand on (#76).

98
A MAP TO THE FUTURE
The Michigan Access Program (aka MAP) aims to
build a community of law school social justice leaders
that crosses racial, ethnic, and cultural lines. Interested
students participate, with faculty advisors, in a series of
sessions on such issues as intercultural competence, then take
part in a series of workshops during the academic year. The goal?
Effective conflict resolution skills that last a lifetime, and intercultural
abilities that help participants explore their own history and beliefs
regarding social identity and social justice. Bonus: participants get a head
start on meeting classmates and faculty—the initial leadership retreat starts
the week before classes do!
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YOST ICE ARENA
Just a few blocks from the
Law Quad, Yost, named after
Michigan’s pioneering football
coach and athletic director, may
be the best place on earth to
see a college hockey game.
Even if the only printable crowd
chant seems to be “IT’S ALL
YOUR FAULT! IT’S ALL YOUR
FAULT! IT’S ALL YOUR FAULT!”,
which breaks out every time the
Wolverines score on a hapless
opposition goalie. Plus, Michigan
Law’s very own hockey team
plays there, and free skating
nights are offered for students.
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THE POETRY OF PLACE
The dew is in the grass, a silver moon is rising, and golden
light spills from arched stained glass to kiss majestic elms.
Heaven, or an evening outside the Reading Room?

There’s a reason Michigan
Law boasts one of the most
popular reunion programs
around: People here tend to
actually like each other. A lot.
So when the opportunity to
get together again first arises,
five years after graduation,
alumni respond. And then
they keep on responding.

102
PROFS. BAGLEY AND MORTENSON

THE OLD SCHOOL TIE
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Two young faculty members who clerked for U.S. Supreme Court
justices, won Michigan Law’s top teaching award, and are widely cited
in their areas of legal expertise. But, really, the most important thing
to know about them is their perennial willingness to host the Law
Students for Reproductive Justice’s sex ed trivia night.
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GOLD-LEVEL LEED
CERTIFICATION
Sure, going to law school in what
appears to be a 14th-century
monastery is about as hip and
retro as it gets. But let’s face it,
heating those old medieval rookeries
meant throwing half a tree into a
fireplace about the size of a twocar garage. Not so at Michigan Law,
whose South Hall academic building
(#77) earned gold-level LEED
certification from the U.S. Green
Building Council.

SPIN. . .

TAKE THIS THING FOR A
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There’s something
oddly satisfying in giving
a shove to a 15-foothigh metal cube that
appears to be rooted
in concrete, then
watching the whole
giant thing spin silently
around. So it is with
the sculpture most
Wolverines call “the
cube” (formal name:
“Endover”), located on
a plaza outside the main
administration building
at the University
of Michigan. It’s so
satisfying, in fact, that
school legend says the
university president
gives it a push on the
way in to work each
day—just to make sure
the university gets going
in the morning.
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…OR LET THIS THING TAKE YOU FOR A SPIN
Being near the hometown of the American auto industry means enjoying
a front-row seat to the next automotive metamorphosis: automated and
autonomous vehicles. For MLaw students, that means helping shape that
metamorphosis through groundbreaking scholarship on the myriad legal
ramifications of driverless vehicles. The university is home to Mcity—a
simulated cityscape used for testing automated vehicles—and the Law
School is home to Dan Crane, Kyle Logue, and other professors at the
forefront of legal thinking about those vehicles. And that puts our students
in the driver’s seat.
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WITH FLYING COLORS
Holi, the Hindu festival of color, comes to the Law School each spring, thanks
to the South Asian Law Students Association. A joyful celebration of spring and
general mischief, a key component is dousing friends and family with handfuls
of brightly colored and allegedly washable powders. Oh, and there are generally
some good eats, too.
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FOLK, HIP-HOP, AND CLASSICAL
Need some music to give your brain a break from
memorizing the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure? At
Ann Arbor’s landmark music venue, The Ark, you can
hear up-and-coming folk and roots artists (including,
on occasion, a law student) as well as established
singers. The annual Ann Arbor Folk Festival at the
much-larger Hill Auditorium benefits The Ark, and
draws the likes of Emmylou Harris, Amos Lee, and
Ryan Adams. The Blind Pig is home to a much more
raucous sound: rock, hip-hop, and electronic music. If
you prefer the likes of Itzhak Perlman, Audra McDonald,
and Yo-Yo Ma, the University Musical Society highlights
classical music, dance, and theater, while the Kerrytown
Concert House is an intimate venue that offers classical
and experimental music.
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SENIOR DAY
You have completed three years of
education at one of the finest law
schools in the world. Now go forth,
in the direction of your dreams.

BY THE NUMBERS
“Academic Life” and “Law School Community” are
just about tied for lead dog in our index, and we
figure that’s exactly as it should be. Michigan Law is
first and foremost an exercise in both, surrounded
by things like “Ann Arbor,” “Campus,” and “Your
Future,” the way a supporting cast surrounds an
Academy Award-winning actor.

ANN ARBOR
4, 17, 28, 51, 58, 60, 61, 65, 73, 81, 95, 96, 107

ACADEMIC LIFE
2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 16, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31,
32, 33, 34, 35, 41, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 59, 62, 70,
71, 72, 74, 78, 83, 85, 87, 94, 98, 105

CAMPUS
6, 7, 8, 10, 25, 36, 37, 38, 40, 43, 54, 58, 61, 64, 67,
68, 69, 77, 79, 80, 81, 82, 89, 92, 99, 100, 103, 104

LAW SCHOOL COMMUNITY
1, 3, 11, 13, 14, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25, 27, 30, 32, 33,
34, 39, 40, 42, 45, 46, 49, 50, 52, 53, 55, 56, 62, 63,
70, 75, 82, 86, 88, 90, 91, 98, 101, 106, 108

PEOPLE
9, 12, 16, 24, 26, 27, 30, 32, 35, 40, 45, 46, 47, 49,
56, 57, 63, 66, 72, 74, 76, 90, 93, 97, 102, 105

YOUR FUTURE
2, 5, 7, 15, 20, 22, 23, 29, 47, 48, 49, 52, 59, 74, 76,
78, 83, 85, 94, 101, 105, 108
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